Compiled Responses to Circulating Yoto Player Inquiry

1. Franklin Library: “We bought the offical Yoto case to circulate ours in.  I've seen them in lunch boxes too.The cards we have in a binder and put them in zipper pouches to circulate.”
2. Hillsdale Library: 
“Hillsdale library has four, in addition to the cards. It has gone great! An adult card can check out 1 yoto machine/LoT item and 3 card packs, for 14 days. So each of our yotos is in a protective silicone case and then we put the yoto, cable, and a charger block into a small travel case. Aside from the yoto and the charge cable, everything else is sourced from Amazon (cheaper). You can also sign up for Yoto B2B where you can get the items tax exempt. We do not put headphones with them. I know there are cheap bulk packs of earbuds, but I just assume most will listen to it aloud or have their own headphones! We let people peruse the audio cards in packs out on the floor, but other libraries keep them behind the desk in folders or something. For those, I bought clear plastic playing card cases. They are the perfect size for a few different reasons. I only get books, not any of the music as we are a library – and sometimes they come with one card or a few. Magic Tree House, Chronicles of Narnia, and other series with multiple cards I made into two separate packs to check out. Some are just one. Inside the card pack is a general how to use this card, but we also have other how to’s with them.”

3. Chesterfield Township Library: “Contact Laura Abramson from Muskegon Area District Library. She did a fabulous presentation about this at Spring Institute a couple of months ago.”

4. Highland Township Public Library: 

“Autumn, we've been circ'ing Yoto cards for a couple of years.  We have been circ'ing players (with a selection of cards) for a year. Mostly smooth, though the learning curve for us was interesting! :)

Cards are in a custom- labelled playing card box like this.  We have them displayed on a spice rack on the shelf (attached photo).  :)  They're right across from the Youth Dept Ref Desk and we've been pretty ok; very very low on stealing/ missing so far. :)  Here is I hope a link to our collection.  
They check out for 3 weeks and anyone in TLN's shared system can check them out, though they don't go in delivery for pickup at other libraries. 
I have been trying to get "packs" like a Paw Patrol pack or Wings of Fire 1-3, etc.  We have a good mix so far of age ranges, mostly fic but a few nonfic.  I want to say we have around 30 cases of yoto cards.  They're pretty popular.

In short, the cards are easy-peasy to circulate.  We're the only library in the immediate area who circ Yoto cards OR players so far, so we get a lot of neighboring libraries' folks.

We circ a yoto mini with a jacket, official travel case and headphones.  It circs for 3 weeks and it circs with a dedicated collection of 8 cards (a mix of ages, short stories, full kids' novels, etc). 

We also circ a Yoto player 3rd generation and it circs in a latching box with its own dedicated collection of 8 different cards (again a mix).  No headphones.

Both the players also circ with a USB-C cable and adaptor.

We ran into some stumbling blocks when trying to circ the players.  Here is far too much info! :)

The biggest stumbling block for us was learning how the players are set up.  Our method is to have patrons use them almost as CD players.  They don't get to use the online features; they just treat them like dumb/ offline players.  Still very easy for kids to use with the cards they come with.  Our thought is that folks can "try before they buy" - try out our players and see if they like the way they work.  We discourage patrons from using them to play the other cards in our collection.

Players need to be connected to wifi and through a phone app to recognize a card the first time (afterwards, those cards can be used in the same offline player), and we had to "pre-load" the players with each of their 8 cards.  Now patrons can take the players home with those dedicated 8 cards to try out.

Once a card is played on any player, the player it was previously played on "forgets" it.  We had started out loading ALL our collection on the players (they were holding 90 or so), and were confused when the players' downloaded books started disappearing (when a patron checked out one of those cards for their own player at home).

I sure hope this makes sense.  It was confusing for us and I still put a little note in the players as they check out, explaining that the players are limited to just their own 8 cards.  So far it's been ok.  If someone checks out one of our players and uses its cards on their home player, we'll have to re-download those cards to the player when it comes back.

I think some other TLN shared system libraries also circ players just with a dedicated set of cards e.g.,  "paw patrol yoto player"  "wings of fire yoto player" etc.”

5. Peter White Library: Assign the home as the library on all the kits and preload the titles. Discourage patrons from connecting the device to their own wi-fi or resetting the configuration


6. Southgate Veterans Memorial Library: “We started circulating both Yoto players and cards this past Fall.  We have three of the 3rd generation Yoto players, that simply circulate in the boxes they came in; they fit well in there, not much jostling, enough space for the charging cables, instructions, etc.  We circulate the cards separately, they're not packaged with specific players.  For those, I purchased card holders from Etsy, that I then hang on a ring from a small spinning rack.

https://www.etsy.com/listing/1879565120/yoto-card-holders-set-of-5-plus-wire
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0CLYW992J?ref=fed_asin_title

The holders have worked well, makes it easy to keep collections of cards together; I add a small laminated paper with barcode, a place for due date stamps, and a title card if it's a collection (like a set of Magic Tree House books that circulate together).  So far, only one of these plastic holders has broken, so I'd say they're holding up well.

A trick I've learned recently is that, if you have a card saved to your library, you can record it onto a Make Your Own blank card (Yoto sells these as well).  This way, if a card is lost or damaged, I can create a backup copy, they've got steps for exactly this on their website.  Initial setup took awhile, had to add a player to our account, then put every card in it so it would get added to the library, but it will be worth it when I eventually need to replace one.

Hope that helps!  Ours have been incredibly popular, can't keep the players on the shelf.
7. Petoskey District Library: “Laura at Muskegon Area District Library was beyond helpful to me when I started this collection. I can forward the email she sent if that would help.
We only circulate the cards at Petoskey because they can also be utilized on an app. I don’t want to buy the players so being able to use the app makes it easier. I found the records on WorldShare/OCLC. I use the empty packaging for the display and once a card gets checked out that empty package goes in the box on top of the shelf – see photo.
Laura spoke about MADL’s collection at Spring Institute and one of the more helpful tips was that she adds “Yoto card” to the 245 field so folks can immediately see it’s not a book, movie, etc. It also helps with marketing. I made the collection easy on myself by using the empty packaging (instead of creating a binder like MADL) and we happened to have both of those acrylic holders so I didn’t buy those. It’s been very popular and the hardest part is choosing which cards to buy!
Let me know if I can help further.
https://petoskey.bibliocommons.com/v2/list/display/297334957/2908027567
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